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My Mother, Mrs Shelagh Lea nee Brown (internee Sumatra 1942-45), apologized before she 
died in 2005 that she was leaving the problem of her Mother’s grave in Muntok, Banka 
Island, unresolved.  My Grandmother, Mrs Mary E Brown of Singapore had died on 
17/1/1945 and was buried at Muntok. 
 
I was wondering how to proceed after hearing that Alan Harfield had died. 
 
On November 25th 2011 I received an email from Ralph Armstrong former child internees 
and (author of ‘Short cruise on the Vyner Brooke’). 
 “I have only recently been told that only the Military graves at Muntok were moved to 
Jakarta, not the civilian ones. The civilian graves were abandoned apparently. Is this true? “ 
  
Unfortunately, I had to reply that as far as I knew from my Mother’s years of correspondence 
with the CWGC, it was completely true.  These British Civilian graves had been lost, due to 
the CWGC policy of having nothing to do with civilian war graves.  I could tell Ralph was very 
upset by the news concerning his Mother and one of his sister’s graves in Muntok.  His other 
sister had died at Belalau, Sumatra (the 6th and final camp) and her grave together with all 
the other civilian graves there had been moved to Jakarta. 
 
I discovered that Judy Balcombe (her Grandfather died and was buried in Muntok) had 
visited Muntok in 2011 with Anthony Pratt (his Father died and was buried in Muntok).  Judy 
had written an article about their trip, and so I immediately started to correspond with her.  
Anthony’s solicitor, Oswald de Sybel, had discovered my Mother’s letters, written over many 
years to the CWGC, in the Archives at Kew.  Anthony and Mr. de Sybel knew about my 
mother’s efforts to get some form of memorial for the Muntok graves and had picked up the 
trail.   
 
When my Mother had received no help from the CWGC in the 1990s, she then met Alan 
Harfield from BACS (British Association for Cemeteries in South Asia) He agreed to write a 
Memorial Booklet for the Muntok graves, which would give families some memorial to 
treasure.  Unfortunately, the years went by and Alan became ill and died 2 years after my 
mother, without finishing the booklet. 
 
Judy and Anthony were planning to visit Muntok again in February 2012 and so Stephen (my 
husband) and I joined the party.  Alan Harfield’s widow, June, returned all the information 
about the graves that my Mother and Alan had collected. We then set off with the plan and 
photographs to discover the fate of the graves! 
 

The abandoned British graves of Muntok 1943-45 
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After the war, The Dutch moved all the Women internees’ graves to this Cemetery from the 
shallow graves at the back of their camp at Kampong Menjelang.   
 
The Men had been buried in this cemetery by their friends when they died.  Around 1948, 
families were able to request photographs of their relations’ graves from the Dutch 
authorities in Singapore. 
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Women internees’ graves, Muntok Town Cemetery above, showing their married and 
maiden names, on wooden crosses. The Men’s graves with less decorative crosses can be 
seen behind the Women’s graves.  
 

 
 
                  Grave of the the Muntok Catholic priest, Father Bekker 
 
In 1961, the Indonesian government requested that smaller war cemeteries be closed. The 
Dutch authorities moved all their military and civilian graves to Jakarta. The Dutch informed 
the British but the British only moved their military and a few ‘service’ graves, leaving the 
British civilian graves of 31 women and 58 men behind. 
 
By the late1960s the remains of this cemetery now looked a mess.  The remaining crosses 
were falling down, overgrown by weeds and long grass.  Several reports were given to the 
British Foreign Office, stating the deteriorating condition of these graves, and yet nothing 
was done, and the graves were eventually lost.  
 
The following photos were taken by a Indonesian religious minister from Palembang who 
visited Muntok in 1968. He also wrote detailed lists of the names still visible on the crosses. 
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“Let us not forget” was discovered amongst Margie Caldicott’s parents’ papers, dating from 
the 1960s. 
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 Local people in Muntok tell us that houses started to be built in the cemetery area from the 
end of the 1960s, and then the Pertamina Petrol Station was built on the land in 1981.  (The 
red and white bollards show the original cemetery entrance).  
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Human remains were found during building of the houses and petrol station.  
25 Bodies were discovered during excavation for the garage, and the Catholic priest was 
asked if these could be reburied in the Catholic Cemetery. 
 
In the Catholic Cemetery at Kampong Menjelang, near the former Women’s prison camp, 
they lie in a grave with the inscription (translated by Mr. Mohammad Rizki)  
 
”Here rest 25 British victims of the WW2 (1942-1945).  Died in Muntok. Reburied at Muntok 
Catholic Cemetery on 19 March 1981”.   
 

  
 
Surely these are some of the Women internees?  Their graves were on the plan where the 
garage now stands at the front of the cemetery.  
 
We have lists of the remaining British Civilian graves with letters and numbers.  There are 
one or two discrepancies, which we now have to investigate, but 2 of these lists relate to the 
cemetery plan (above).  
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Margie’s grandmother Mrs. ME Brown Hobbins (the Dutch liked to put the maiden name 
after the surname) is in Plot 3 Row K No 10. 
 
Anthony Pratt’s father, Mr. Donald Frederick Pratt is in Plot 1 Row E No 15. 
 
Judy’s Grandfather, Mr. Colin Douglas Campbell is in Plot 1 Row E No 7.  
 
 And there are so many more people, buried near the friends with whom they       had shared 
and endured so much for so long. 
 

 
 
Men’s cemetery area, behind the Women’s graves. 
Note the edge of the semi=circular memorial wall, which formed front of Mr. Herman’s 
garden (it is now pulled down but shape can be seen on the ground) 
 
  ×=1 grave is empty in the women’s plot 
 

 
 
Site of Women’s graves, where they were placed around 1948. Now under the Pertamina 
petrol station. 
 
This cemetery was known as the Muntok Dutch, Town or Civil cemetery. 
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Below is LIST NO.1 of 3 lists in Margie Caldicott’s possession.  Studying the lists, 
correspondence from the Netherlands War Graves Foundation and the Commonwealth War 
Graves Commission (formerly the Imperial War Graves Commission) and interviewing local 
people leads us to believe that 58 men’s graves and 31 women’s graves were abandoned in 
Muntok Cemetery. 
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Please note, one page of this list is missing but the following Men’s graves are listed in LIST 
NO. 2 of internee Shelagh Brown’s lists and are shown to have been buried in the Muntok 
Town/Dutch/Civil Cemetery: 
 
ROW F:- 
No 2 Reverend A V Wardle d. 4.01.1945  
No 3 Mr. R Meldrum d. 13.12.1944   
No 4 Mr. F Thompson d. 27.11.1944  
No 6 Mr. G S Reis d. 2.11.1944  
No 7 Mr. H S Tisshaw d.24.11.1944 
No 9 Mr. W P Douglas d. 23.11.1944       
No 10 Mr. R J P Clark d.19/23?Nov.1944 
No 11 Mr. T K Wilson d. 22.11.1944        
No 12 Mr. H L Watson d.2/20 Nov 1944  
No 13 Mr. C M Jenkin d.17.11.1944        
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No 16 Mr. C G Rebel d. 10.11.1944  
No 17 Mr. L Burn d.8/14? Nov. 1944.      
No19 Mr. J S Messenger 1? Nov 1944.  
No 20 Mr. C F Grixoni d.28.10.1944          
No 21 Mr. K G A Dohoo d.25/26? Oct 1944. 
No 22 Mr. T Burns d.22/23? Oct 1944.   
No 23 Mr. V S Connelly d. 17.10.1944  
No 26 Mr. J G Dominguez d.11.09.1944.  
No 27 Mr. R H Prior d. 15/16 8.1944 
 
Although adequate food and medical care were not provided, meticulous lists of deaths were 
kept by the Japanese and also recorded by internee American journalist Willian McDougall in 
the Men’s Camps, who was given a typewriter. 
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Page 17 follows with further Women’s graves follows: 
 
Plot 3, Row N, No 9       Mrs. Isobel Veronica Pennefather,  
                                          Sebrong Estate, Layang Layang, Johore, Malaya, 48, 
                                         15/3/1945 
 
Plot 3, Row N, No 10    Mrs. Emily Elizabeth Smith, 13 Simon Lane, Singapore,  
                                         19/11/1944  
 
Plot 3, Row 0, No 7      Miss Lottie Regina Reginald Wales, 86 Cairnhill Rd, 
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                                        Singapore, 3/1/1945 
 
Plot 3, Row 0, No 8,    Mrs. Joan May Maddams, BA, 36, 19/12/1944 
 
Plot 3, Row 0, No 9,    Mrs. Ruth Russell-Roberts, 36, 20/1/1945 
 
Plot 3, Row 0, No 10, Mrs. Muriel Gregory, MA (Wales), B.Lit. (Oxon.), 43, 
                                        15/11/1944 
 
Plot 3, Row P, No 7    Miss Sabine Elizabeth Mackintosh, Alton, Hampshire, 
                                      57, 27/12/1944 
 
Plot 3, Row P, No 8    Mrs. Blanche Lucy Jones, 88 Circular Rd, Kuala Lumpur,  
                                       F.M.S.  58, 8/12/1944                    
 
Plot 3, Row P, No 9    Mrs. Nellie Ellen Tay, 61 Rockshore Road, Singapore, 40,  
                                       21/11 1944 
 
Plot 3, Row P, No 10 Mrs. Sylvia Plummer, 42, 19/11/1944 
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See Note 22 above, Plot 3 Row N No 7.  Olga Neubronner was moved to the Jakarta War 
Cemetery after the War. She was Sister-in Change of Changi Hospital and Senior 
Superintendent of Singapore John’s Ambulance brigade. She was a close friend of the Brown 
family. Olga wrote beautiful poetry in the camps, despite not only having had a miscarriage 
on Muntok pier after shipwreck having been later imprisoned with 3 other British nurses in 
Palembang Jail for 6 months.  They never discovered the reason for their imprisonment.  
 
Mrs. C Sammy- von Salehn, reburied Leuwigayah/Cimahi.  
 
I am indebted to Anthony Pratt and his solicitor, who have done so much work and research 
about these interned civilians of Muntok 1942-1945.  I am also indebted to Judy Balcombe 
for her knowledge, and for the wording and planning of the 4 plaques, which made our trip 
in 2010 very poignant.  Without the Malayan Volunteer Group website (please visit it), we 
would never have known about Judy’s article.  Thank you to the MVG members for their 
work and for the plaques.  
 
The people of Muntok have been very helpful and respectful of our plight, and not only gave 
us a very warm welcome but also looked after us during our stay.  We now have many new 
friends and we hope to return to Muntok when the Muntok Museum is open. 
 

The deceased in alphabetical order 

 

British and Australian Civilian Internees who died in Muntok Camps 

WOMEN   (name/age/date of death)    

Mrs Theresia ‘Resie’  Armstrong  (51),  7 February 1945 

Miss Dixie Armstrong (32), 5 April 1945 

Mrs Mary Awmack Battensby (51),  11 February 1945 

Mrs Edith Florence Bedell (65), 19 January 1945 

Mrs Mary Elizabeth Brown (67),  17 January 1945 

Mrs Edith Evangeline Castle (50),  19 November 1944 

Mrs Marjorie Hindaugh Cocke (53),  5 March 1945  (Moved to Jakarta) 

Mrs Mary Louise Day,  53,  16 December 1944 

Mrs Helen Dixey,  48,  28 February 1945 

Mrs Agnes Gertrude Dominguez,  63,  9 November 1944 

Mrs Marjory Gray,  55,  13 January 1945 

Mrs Muriel Gregory,  43,  5 November 1944 

Mrs Rena Rosie Haynes,  49,  10 January 1945 

Mrs Kathleen Mary Hutchings,  46,  1 2 April 1945 

Mrs Blanche Lucy Jones,  58,  8 December 1944 

Miss Sabine Elizabeth Mackintosh,  57,  27 December 1944 

Mrs Dorothy MacLeod,  59,  1 April 1945 

Mrs Joan May Maddams,  36,  19 December 1944 

Mrs Olga Mary Neubronner,  39,  2 March 1945  (Moved to Jakarta) 
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Mrs Evelyn Mary Parr,  38,  11 January 1945 

Mrs Isobel Veronica Pennefather,  48,  15 March 1945 

Mrs Sylvia Plummer,  42,  19 November 1944 

Miss Eva Prouse,  49,  2 February 1945 

Mrs Lillian Rodrigues,  46,  1 January 1945 

Mrs Ruth Russell-Roberts,  36,  20 January 1945 

Mrs Claire Sammy,  52,  18 November 1944  (Moved to Jakarta) 

Mrs Amy Alexandra Mary Simmons,  30,  26 February 1945 

Mrs Louise Sinnatt,  32,  23 February 1945  (Moved to Jakarta) 

Mrs Esme Barbara Skinner, 38, 27 March 1945 

Mrs Emily Elizabeth Smith, 72, 9 November 1944 

Mrs Nellie Ellen Tay, 40, 21 November 1944 

Miss Lottie Regina Wales,  48,  3 January 1945 

Mrs Cevia Deitch Warman, 25, 9 march 1942 

Mrs Marion Galloway Langdon Williams, 46, 7 February 1945 

 

MEN (name/age/date of death) 55 men 

Mr C. H. Adam, 5 October 1944 

Mr Frederick Marshall Adam, 38, 25 January 1945 ARP, Singapore 

Mr John C. H. Aitken, 54, 25 November 1944   LDC 

Mr Charles John Arnold, 70, 9 June 1944   WW1 Pte to 2nd Lt MSVR 1917 

Mr L. R. Blake, 47, 23 February 1945 Sub Lt SS RNVR 1939 to early 1941 

Mr F. V. Boswell, 51, 10 July 1944 

Mr Francis Grainger Brown, 44, 5 November 1944 

Mr Lindsay Burn, 58, 8 November 1944 

Mr Thomas Burns, 50, 22 October 1944 

Mr Gordon Burt O.B.E., 46, 28 January 1945  Formerly Lt/Cpl  ISSVF Armoured Cars 

Mr Colin Douglas Campbell, 53, 2 August 1944  MSVR 1915 - 

Sir John Bruce Stuart Campbell, 66, 14 October 1943  WW1 Croix de Guerre 

Mr Richard James Potter Clarke, 56, 19 November 1944 

Mr Vernon Rowe Connolly, 49, 17 October 1944 

Mr John Gallagher Dominguez, 65, 11 September 1944 

Mr Kenneth Godfrey Arthur Dohoo, 38, 25 October 1944 

Mr Walter Pattinson Douglas, 55, 23 November 1944 

Mr E. A. M. Dumas, 1 December 1944 

Mr Thomas Efford, 59, 24 November 1944 

Mr Michael Francis Enright, 63, 24 January 1945  Chief Motor Mechanic  RVNR 

WW1 

Mr David Richard Evans, 60, 30 July 1944 

Mr John Samuel Evans, 37, 17 July 1944 

Mr Frederick Fletcher, 70, 9 June 1944 



 16 

Mr George Basil Warburton Gray, 62, 12 February 1944 

Mr Cecil Reynold Grixoni, 43, 28 October 1944 

Mr George Henry Hallam, 18 July 1944 

Mr Geoffrey Holderness, 45, 28 May 1944 

Mr Leslie Gordon Gemmell Jeffrey, 53, 2 May 1944 

Mr Charles Martin Jenkin, 51, 17 November 1944 

Mr Algernon Neville Laybourne, 54, 28 July 1944 

Mr Frederick Langharne Llewellyn, 48, 13 May 1944 

Mr E. H. M. Manden, 23 July 1944 

Mr John McGuffin, 52, 8 March 1945 

Mr Robert Meldrum, 49, 13 December 1944  Sgt 529 JVE to 101 STS 

Mr Jack Stephenson Messenger, 45, 2 November 1944 

Mr Riley Llewellyn Morgan, 24 March 1945 

Mr Robert Wallace Morris, 42, 8 June 1944 

Mr Walter Penrice, 47, 20 July 1944  Major 2SSVF 

Mr Richard Henry Cozens Prior, 61, 15 August 1944 

Mr Donald Frederick Pratt, 37, 1 May 1945  1930’s. Member Johore Volunteer 

Engineers 

Mr Vincent Bristow Pybus, 11 November 1944 

Mr C. G. Rebel, 10 November 1944 

Mr Gordon Stanley Reis, 55, 2 November 1944 

Mr John Sharpe - Elliot, 55, 4 July 1944 

Mr G. C. Spandaw, 30 May 1944 

Mr James Henry Stanners, 32, 22 January 1945 

Mr Robert Stephenson, 47, 8 April 1945 

Mr Reginald Joseph Strong, 55, 21 February 1945  

Mr Frederick Thompson, 36, 27 November 1944 

Mr Henry Stanley Tisshaw, 56, 24 November 1944 

Mr W. Vorlauf, 5 February 1945 

Reverend Albert Victor Wardle, 47, 4 January 1945 

Mr Harry Leonard Watson, 31, 2 November 1944 

Mr Hubert Victor Miles Woods, 43, 21 November 1943 

Mr Thomas Kinnear Wilson, 53, 22 November 1944 

Mr Alfred Herbert Wright, 44, 9 February 1945 

Mr Herbert Zimmerman, 43, 11 June 1944 

Mr Vivian Gordon Bowden, 57, Australia’s Official Representative to Singapore, killed 

by two Japanese guards outside the Muntok cinema, 17 February 1942 


