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Officer's Investigation Of

Banka Island Massacre
Incredible Escapes Of S.A.

Nurse And British Stoker

From T. L. GOODMAN

SINGAPORE.

September 16.

Maj. William Alston Tebbutt. a Sydney solicitor in civil life, who
was attached to headquarters of the 8th Division. AIF, at Singapore,
was aboard the auxiliary naval vessel Vynmer Brooke, some of whose

passengers became vietims of the Banka Island massacre,

He has

prepared an official detailed report from his own observations and
statements 1o him by wilnesses,

He describes the incredible escape of one person from each of the Iwae
groups lined up on the beach and massacred—a South Auvstralian nurse and a
stoker from the los hnlllﬂll'llp Prinee of Wales,

!r!nm I reached some lime Delore
| lig

‘The passengers Were now in two |

groups, one of which was in  the
ship’s boats and the other cling-
Ing to the raft and the wreckage
Thlx second group Wwas carried oy
the tice and current inta Muntox
Bay, whers they were picied up
by an RAF pinnace. That morn-
ing the Ja sF  nad occupied
Muntok 1hese  PASSENEETS
were subseguently Taken under
Japanese control
perisnees nol  involving  deaths,
they were taken to the Tinwin-
ring labor assembly station, where

1 joined them about two weeks |
later when I was capiured in the
jungie

“The other group reached shore |

about tem miles north-west of
Muntok on the evening of Febru-

arv I4 Included were 31 sisters |
(ithree nurses were  belleved
drownedi. In addition there were

| approximately W eivillans imen,
women and children: and twelve |
=hip's officers and naval ra
They were joined belore dayl t
by eight or ten soldiers {rom an-
other sunken ship A naval officer,
Lt-Cmdr .I' C. B White. ukln.g
passage on the Vyner
icame ashore. AL II:h!;rIII]:n'L Bmlz-
man, chief officer the W
Brooke went inland to get he
“After he had left some person |
that the
| eivilian women and children about
filteen) zhould move up & Lrack,
|as they would be slow
wirgld oe saved Two sl
wounded ratings from the
Brooke iboth had been o Lhe
were  de-
this party.

|Prince of Wales)

(talled o esOOTL

|The nursss apparently  were
invited to socompa :‘}} " bui
decided to remain. his  part
afler going a mile. was rul-h:ls

'when a Japanese patrdl of sbout |
|12 men. including one man armed

Ly
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After some ex-

: turnmed

A JAPRDESE PELTTH UF E@OUL
urf]“n including m:mml;n m
& lommy gun nciu

passed them The
rol saw them but took no nﬂltlm

“About mﬂm:r umhi- patrol
| 30 nw in many re-
passed  this
| party l,n!r carefully looking at
Ithem. It is noted that this party
consisted only of exhausted
women and children and two rat-
ings exhibiting wounds and biood.
Later the group reached a road and
eventyally were taken into Japan-

| et rustody In Muntok

jaouth

T lof Wales, and a rating from

Vietims Lined Up

HE Jupatese pairo [e-
ferred W0 reached the
party on the beach, and,
after them over,

mdsut.zd that the service personnei

move along the coast o the
Thess, numbering from 15

‘o 30, wallked to n small cape and
|staried along s track leading in-
[land  The Japanese, however,

-motioned them along the beach

and halted them in line with their

backs 10 the sea  Signs were then
made that the men
their shirts, tear off stripa, and
bandage their eyes. Some diffi-
cuity was experienced n making
the men onderstand what was
nnud, and a Japaness ar
!rE rant in charge Decame angry

i

he hesitation, drew his sword. |
lnd Ut & man standing st one
At the other|
tme end of the line was Stoker Ernest|

end over the [ace
Lioyd, C K XAs448, Irom the Prince

Vyner Brooke The Japaness still|

had difMculty In getting com-
pliance with ir orders 2o they
imolioned the men o turn round |

and face the sea

“Duuring this time the soldier with
the tommygun lay down on the
beach with hls gun aimed The
‘men turned round and the
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remove |

the |

THAN |

peach with his gun aimed  The

men turmed round. and the man
'next to Llovd sajd, 'Herr's where
w. get it in the back ' then

“Well, T'm going to give It a
€0, and he with the other rating
rushed Into the sea The then
started Aring. taking as i ugﬂ
the ather end of the line

“One at a Ime the notims wnr:
shot; by the time the stream of bal- |
iets reached the fAnal men et
standing Liovd and his companion |
WETe mr 30 vards in the sea. and |
ILI:I- rently the companion was here!

killed and the gun turned on Liovd |
The latter plunged and swam for- |

ward., asslsted by a strong easteriy
current A bullet siruck him on
a shoulder and he noticed some
blood spurt up He rcontinued
struggling, and after a lew seconds
another bullet struck him on the
head, cansing momentary uncon-
sriousness

Again Captured

1l ITH the Arst Rickerings
of relurmning intellilgence
Lioyd resumed swim-|
ming, amid the aplash-|
ing of further bullets PFinally the|
current. and his efforts, fook him|
ol of the danger #one and after|
lan indeterminate time in the =en|
(b landed further doan the coast |
|After about ten daye of [(reedom
during which he survived by the|
helip of local Chinese, he was again |
captured and taken to the Mun-|
tol labor stafion |

Before bemg recaptured he re-
turned to the seene of the rragedy
land saw the bodies of hizs com-
| |panions. some of which had been
|| Nioated off by the tide In the area|
where he had first landed @ere|
| #trewn partly in the sea the bodies
(of nurses and others bearing hullet
:rﬂ bayonet wmounds Some 50
vards Irom the otherz were the

of Sedgeman and A _norse




yargs Irom the ofhers were the
bodies of Sedgeman and a nurse
who had apparentiv rried to fles.
“Alter the killing o! Lloyd's com-
anjons. the Ja pltrul.i
urned round the little cape. some
uf them being ohserved to be wip-

N b omtroduction,  Ma)
Tebbutt  says:—*As  the
H-IlIIJt"\"l matters of this e
port are over three and a half
veprs old, and the statements
alzy are very old, thers may be

omissions and errors 0 unim-
portant detalls some cases 1

- Jn

toox the statemenis n
writing hu'r. of these have been
destroyed al times D! or

under th.rut of, Japaness SEATC 'I-H’-
1 ok the view that if the maiter
cume to enemy nolioe, even in-
directly an efTort would be made Lo
| déstroy the evidence by removing
the wimesses

“The guards at Pucmbm{ were
mich more susplcious, brutal, vigh-
lant and close than at Changi
where this report is being com-

piled "

Maj] Tebbutt says that the
Japanese units which landed at
Muntok wore the ldentifying in-

Veyage Bagins

HE following are exiracls

from Ma) Tebbutls report
[ morlgme rnd the uu::t.‘uk hor
| : _# 11 instructions

'"ﬂ rmim Capt. Geigard,
officer Gnmmnd.

|to confer with the Na mrhme.
thon members e
E’u“ﬁn‘ Nu.r.slth; Bervice, t.t Bfi!.
gard ¢ arranged e
| nurses were io be embarked on HMS |

Feoruary 12 respect
&mm:nmm it s noted
that & nave] staff on Peb-

| Capt. Oelgard gave Nis views of the
imminence of the Japanese attack
rlru'r. the matier was ireaied as one
of urgeney
“HMS Vyner Brooke was | 860
| tons gross, by Li. R.E

commanded
'mm with & crew of abourt

“Passenigers embarked on
|the evening of P!‘ltm:r:r 11 —au
ted total of 200, Including a

" women and
JHITE
I:; of

| “Om the morning of the fourteenth
the ship anchored off Tojou Island
|nﬂph.mnunmmdmtmﬂ'

times before Lhe
towards Biraits

E.Eu:mmwaulr hdIE i guuu, -
| “The captaln stated o me that
e nnnlﬂﬂwd it suicidal W remain
m?i.u Lo hn:mthlt the
'mtp o mﬂv be pic up from
ex

[ provide a sitling
shut inr bombers. From his
he pelieved that he mignt
able o avosd bombs in the open
alrway. A iy he did not
obey his orders w anchor in the
| daytime.

Beat Accommadation

ARLY in the journey an
Eexaminstion uf the boats:
was made COMpany
with a sh.ip: officer, who
stateq that of six boats carried, two
would noid 30 rs !;m nmi
rremumdﬂ' each.
WhE EIVEDL a HI'EHIH
life ll'..s were  altered o fit the
children. In view of the deficiency |
ul lifeboal accommodation, all wha
strong swimners Were l:olﬂ
Lh;; il the ship were sunk they|
mmturrudvmukrmmew;ur
“After the ship keft Tojou Ls-
fangd there were three or lour
alerts before about | pm  when a
formation of nine Japanese planes
| few gver the ship séveral Umes and |
| were fired gpon by the Lewls gun
| They then went about (%o etiles |
|ahead of the ship and three dived

I'I‘-I::l:] Tl;eﬂ-;glgt‘dmp%;:g thelr bombs |

ship circled |
|8t full speed. The bombs all fell
into

the zraexploding close
enough 0 shake the ship. A [ur-
ther three planes altacked, and
ﬂmuv the nine planes gtiacked 1o- |
hrrh m:sﬁlimt:“lm bombs hll:l
ship. & ePngines were
almnst immediately stopped
“A ships officer told the pas-|
| senyers o o W thelr boat stations |
| There was no panic. | went to the
(rear of Lhe to see thal the
Plllﬁcﬂll.'l‘s thers were moving o

¥

the boat stattons, and [ then went |

Lo the boat deck and assisted in the
lowering of the boatz Only two
boats were uanda el

¢d  but

“The embarkation ol ihe pas-

senigers appearsed Lo be proceeding
in an Tly manner, and [ then
went to the rear of the ship,

!where [ foum] (wo women with
litebelts, one of whomm seémed a bit
|hysterical The boat had a big lso
50 1 got these women to the well
deck, explained the position w
them. gave them some advice and
threw them owverboard. Shortly
alterwards 1 jumped in mysel].

Weathar Calm

1 HE ship was attacked at
1,10 and sank at L40. The
ship was In L+ entrance
to Banka Straits =zome

ten or twelve miles from the is-

land The weather was calm and
the visibility good. In the water
there were collectlonz of
and flotsam scatiered over about
hal!f a square mile of waler. The
shilp's boats were sfen several hun-
dredt varmls away. bul came no
| eloser

“@a-tmmare

mrdtvidnslle o A

by the |

pedple |

| closeT

“Hwimmers, mdividually or in
groups, were mn%n g to the wreck-
age of Doatineg & There were
=ome rafls an the 'rl'l.lp. but | saw
lomly one in the woater. J swam
about generally in  the afternoon
and pearing darkness was close o
thi= raft to which were clinging
largre numbers of Ourses and sanc
civiljans, Thers was po room 1o
clutell a hand (of support, aned
alter being carried away by cur-
rentE many thmes and swimming
hack, 1 found mysel! retching and
voamiting and deckied that 1 would
‘rown under these conditions 1
ldecided o make for the shore,

mg their bayonets They then
limed up the remainder facing ‘e
e, motoning them to walk to-
| wards the water. The soldier with |
| the tofmygun received his orders.
\and The ruthless shooting down of
these purses, civillans and mer-
|ehant sailors was carried oul

“As 1 have satd, SBedgeman and
one sister tried to escape and failed
After the shooting the Japaneose
bayoneted any bodies of whose
death rhiey were uncertzin The

lincredible escape of Liovd was re- |

peated pn thi= side of the small
icape Stafl Nurse Bullwinka! was|
shot through the body and fell
into the water. She recovered con-
selousness alter the Japaness had
left. and with the help of natives
mﬂ a umemj constitution, re-
large for =ame weeks
|belore bﬂh; gathered into the labor
|assembly station
“A civillan, E H German. &n
Am-er!cln national, escaped belng
by bullets, but was bayoneted,
This thrust went his chest.
lea scars of entrance and oxit
|the wounds reported o me  that
o me L1
(they would not have believed it
mg.sihh I;ur Anvone o lltl"-l'iﬂt such

peretration the lungs.
'*’“&M'ﬁ hie vietim al
b to the prisoners

llnul'r-n't Experiences

| 1 IRCRAPTMAN MV
McCann, No 109202,
stated  that with

I

Japanese patrol who bavonsled
11Mm killing his companion. Me-

| Cann. after regain conscio
ness. struggled t
lon. His movements were no-
1:.11 and he was again bayoneted
m: .I'i.pnﬂ:aehr hm e of

wWere . DT
Imem must have phserved move-
Imem and MeCann saw him again
:m:rmhdnx with his bayone:
| poised cCann seired a handful
u!'dirt. u:d pebbles, which he threw
|into enemy's face then

da
wihs later helped by the mmﬂ
A two weeks !ater he was
captured and joined the other pri-
ROATE

“Aircraftman J. E Barker No



“The two men in front (he was
:_Ii'lrd in T_rlt'lth;ue§1 were Inter-
! viewed briefly A ese officer
=tﬂﬂ'¢hﬂlhimwt.m

Rammed A Transport

|
'J#1] T Ronald Gearge Glad-
LS s
% as |
first of
On

the head and
officer was agaln hil !
drifted to the rear of the shio They‘

2
z
i

hecame largels for billets of wood
hurled h.'r.'llmmr crowding the
night and he himsel! remained in
the water for 48 hours, eventually
caming ashore an the north coast
of Banka Island

“With some others who had
oined him many being wounded

was provesding to Munbtok sbout
March 2 to seek medical aliention
When about 12 miles from Mun-
todt they found the bodie= of four!
RAF personne] lying in a heap in
They showed svidence of
having been bajoneted.™

| Betrayed By Malays |

AJ Tebbutt lived in the

ungle on Banka [siand

fore Malavan: betraved

| him and two Bava] retings
L & Japaness patrol  He saw sur. |
viving nurses at Muntok for a
o of davs, and then was senf
ta jembane 6 southern  Sum- |
|atra. where he saw them occasion-
ally in hospital conducted by Duteh |
and Furnsian sisters of the Dl'deri
of Prunciscans In the middle of

BAAT e ecrmital wes  eleoad

e

HENS CLU AN BALTEE U LT 'L-""I'L'll

of PFrunciscans In the middle of
1943 the hospita] was closed
the purses were seni away
Mayv rhi= vear all officers of the|
rank of mator and above wWere|
gransferred to Chanel camp In|
Singapore. where Tebbtt = oow
guartered |

and
In



