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HAD SURVIVED WHEN
" SHIP WASZSUNK

and sunk by Japanese planes in Banka Strait. @ilin' a' o .

Elght of the norzses died with- rades and seme of the norses—
{ In the past few months, maioly =ome In the sea and some owi.

frem malighant malarin and  These facts were later retold
| debility, the lasi ene en ihe by Liovd and included In the of-
| day the Japanese swed for pesce.  ficial report.
| The nurses all left Bingapﬂre! The report says that after the
lon brard the steamer Vyner killing of Lloyd's companinns the
Brocke on February 12 having Japanese patrol retorned from
stayed until ordered to leave by |Round Cape, where they had
the doctor in charge. ‘taken  the Servicemen, wiping
ithelr bayanets.

On the morning of Fehruary 14
the ship was approaching Banks
Straits  belween Sumatra and
Banka Island when Japanese
planes strafed bombed and sank
it In 15 minutes, one bomb gzolog

They dhen Hoed aop the re-
nminder, facing the sea, and
molioned them towards the
water, A soldier with a tommy-
Eun ruoihbessiy shot dewn nurses,
civilians, and merchant sailers.

The Japamese then Gbayoneded
those about whose fate ibey |
were onecertain.

down the funnel.

The passengers had only Eti:kﬁ|
to which to eling.

Thes nurses were in the waler
fer 16 hours. They weore wash-
ed back and ferth by ihe tide,
and fnally were washed ashore
on Banka Island, saffering ex-
posare and chafed by the rough
lifehelis.

The Vynar Brooke's PASSEngers
were widely scattered during the
night and parties landed at vari-| Thonks to a strong Wnat-ltu—|
ous ploces along the beach. tion she survived, and heiped by

To this fact most pf the party Sumatran natives zhe retained

her freedomn for several weeks.
which returned last night OWE Pinally she was captured nnd
{Lheir lives. gathered into the labor assembly

Onee ashore they struggled aiong staton,
the road to Muntok and walked
'intg the Customs House, think-

Hing they bad found safety, only

to bo promptly captured by e
Japanese. 1

The remainder of the purses,
numbering appreximaizly hald
| the pariy, landed farther up the
| teneh abd wel a2 pervible fate.

One of the nurses and one
gsaflor tried to escape, but they |
were caught angd killed.

It was hete that Sister :B:nll—l
winkel had an escape that match-
fd Llavd's,

She wag shot through the body
and fell into the water.

They were sbout to turn io-
land when @ Japanese patrol,
which previously passed without|
taking notice of the shipwrecked |
people, returned, separated the
Service peraonnel, made them
pandage  their eyves, and bnmmj--J
gunned them all except Ernest
Lioyd, stoker, Ifroom the Prince -nl!!
Wales, who rushed into ths s@n|
and escaped, though wounded,
Lloyd, whoe afterwards was re-
capiured, in the meAnlime re-
vislled the seeme and foumnd the
bayontied bodies of his com-
rades and seme of the norses—
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35 Shot, Bayoneted

Or

{he  DIEEest  TUDDEE  estawe o

— -
UrOWI Ied Sumatra 100 miles from Lahetl,
—

rom whivh they weee finally pe-
| sl

i An American civillan, E. 1L
Az far as it has been | ﬁ:mnhm:a]]_udd the hnllctﬁhl.il.
. . | ¢t Bunkx Bsland massanrs DU

L
th::“;:lf 2 PaEE: :E:"ttﬂ wus  buyoneted (heongh (e
cts, 1t seems t be- | chest. 1lle sorvived and a week
tween 30 and 35 nurses Eiter was also shepherded into

were cither shot, bayanet. | @ Prisaners’ compound.
ed or drowned.

Onee pathered into the Japan-
eze net the nurses found that)
they were with Navy, Army and |
Air Force men who wers sm--i
vivors of the bloody naval ae-|
Hon and whose wounnds they
tended,

In the camp at Muntok the|
conditlons wers not wo bad, but)
food soon became 4 probiem. 1

Without resources and with|
only the clothes they stood ub
In, the purses worked for well-
to-do women among the internees
and earned enough to buy meces-
slties.

All this time the Japanese
would not recognise the status -:-l|
the .nurses as Service personnel
and kept them in an imernmem!
cARm, 1

In September, 1943, they vwere
moved ta tha men's camp, wher2
conditions were much’ worse than
previously, |

Twenty-five women were crowd- |
ed into small fonr-roomed h'un-l
galows without regard fo race,
without firewend and with Do
furniture and very litle waler.

The Japaneze stole their walehos
and any valuablez they had. The
TUTHES manapged to preserve their
grey working uniforms, whigh
{hey are wenring boday for their |
homecoming, They eked out their |
clothing with stolen or borrowed |
naval biouses and shirts,
| In the men's cnmp they eqarned |
frequent slappings and  soDie- |
times were stood cut in Lhe sun
'hecause the Japanese said  they
|were slow in respolding  “lenko”
‘gt the twice daily muster parade,

The nurses had to cut pnd
feleh wood, work in the felds
and plant potatoes.

| All the prisoners, Women us
jwell as men, had to bury their'
awn dead. From time to tlme
they moved back and forth be-
tweenn Muntck and Palembanz,
returning  finally  to Palembang
Ao aneil of this year. Then they
were taken to Loeboek Linggam,
the biggest rubber westate in



