
 

 

This is a copy of a cloth booklet that was given to me for my second birthday in camp in 
Palembang, Sumatra, Indonesia as a POW. Little did we know at the time that I would have 
another three birthdays in camp before our release in 1945. My mother and I were two of the 
lucky ones – we survived and were rescued by the Allied troops. 

The booklet’s content is nursery rhymes that were popular when I was a child. The copy 
shows the stitching of the figures and the scenes from the nursery rhymes well. The ink used 
for the words has faded in time – an excellent analogy for the need of the survivors of the 
camps to let their experiences fade, also. 

The title page says it all for me – Palembang 1942. 

I hope those of you who view this little booklet enjoy it. And ponder on the approach of the 
people in camp to reflect normality in their lives – a birthday for a two year old and a present 
to acknowledge his birthday. 

Care of the booklet now rests with my elder son, Jamie. 

My thanks to my daughter-in-law Melissa, Jamie’s wife, for copying the book so it can reach 
a wider audience rather than just our family.   

 

 

Robert Paterson 

Perth Western Australia. 

August 2015 






















