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Report of Mr. J.H. REID - P.%.D., Jokore. Eharu.{;i "
s i

NEFHBRTIAL
Ex Bingapore §.8, MEFMRONGY 430 - 7.30 nifht of 1fth Feb,

ir, Reid was in charge of the lorries depot in McKenzie Road, wherqgé
the Land Trensport Department was, ?

The hour of Armistice was 4.30 p.m. on the i5th, when he went to see
about blowing these lorries up, fe met Mp, 1 T  of the Manpower
0ffice 2t Fullertor Puildings, who saié to bim TATE ¥ou an Engineer??
“Yes” YCan you drive a deisel?¥ "Yeg" ~ "Then come intc the Shipring
0ffice”, also in Fullerton Puildings, There he met the Dalforce
reople, many of whom he knew, they were in need of an Baginser for the
ship and he took with him other engineers - Sryen, Donkip snd Hallsce
fo the "KEWPORG"; also Dr, Webb, Yr, Feerron, himself and other
R,A.8.C. and also Foster and K.C. Calffrop. fr. Jokerron told him
that he had sent away Dalley and ¥ynne &lready in a police laumbh,

Hr. Reid spent the last night at ¥hiteaways Laidlaws where he helped in '
the basement, There were there. :=

%Mr. & Mrs. Summers and famlly.
flr. Wiright, Mensger of an up-cotmtry branch,

In the next basement there were the European staff of the &.7.0. who
were all well and heard of no casualties among anvone around that arsga.

Fe heard thet MEr, Wooton, the Secretary of the Union Jaok Clubk, and
others there at the time, had been shobt up 2 day or twe befars by drunken
scldiers - British and Austrslian, - who had been refused admittance,
with their tommy guns. .

On the small launch that tock them out to the "KIMBORGH they were hailed
seme 100 yards away from the whar? side by soldiers who called for then
to come back, As the launch was comuletely packed they could not .
return, bui the soldiers then [ired on them with their machins guns or
tommy guns and may have knocked some hcles in the bottom of the boat

but wounded nobedy., Thelr launch sank just as they reached the PEELVBORC

The lpdien soldiers iz Raffles Sgusre were, he Lelieved, helonging to

the ¥ysore Regiment, They were no zood, had discarded their eqQupment

and were dishended, The Gordons bekaved well excent for a few whom

ke saw in the sguare Being raunded up by a young Officer, The Volunteerg
kehaved very well too. :
Ur, %, Eukeher, the Secretary of the Associstion of Engineers, committed
suicide by shooting nimself off thé T1Fih = THETSLEoH THENAwE - tn John
Little's on the 15th morning, He saw L.d, Bomne ang A, Robertston,
Directors of the firm, who were intending o remails, He also saw Dr,
(Datu) G.H. Garlick of Johore: he was P.K,D,, Johore Eahru and had
married a2 Chitese girl.

He saw alsc ikat ¥iller Mockay, a planter, who was then an intelligencs
officer in the shipping office, also s A icleod who saig
that they 4id zmbt intend to lezve, He saw about 12 women working =zt
canteens in the Fullerton buildings fetehing tea and sandwiches to the
staff of Doctppg and Nurses, who were attending to. the many Eupcopesans
soldiers irn the big dressing station or hosyital that had been made
there, There was a big Red Cross outside on the Square but antd-
aircrait guns very close by, He heard that a bomblad injured the Dr.
and Matron at the Tan Toc Seng PHospital a day or so before,

¥
\A_ter the Alexander FHospitsl had been captured/the Japanese it was in-
(fEhected by = Nippen Genersal, who remarked to the patients - "war iz war
el dreadful business”; he said he would relieve the Fospital as much as
o Hosgitle from danger by opdsring his men coming into Singapore tc pass
e xquell to the right and left of 3t.

£,

LRLLED BURE AL,

iaéy Thomas was knoun to be 3131, The Japenese had tried to shell
Government LHduse, but were unsuccessful.

PR

E X

R
*in the Supreme Court on the 14th he saw TEatiyliRins M.C.S. and
QQLQEnables ¥.C.5., who was a sort of Hegistrar but who SeshEd to be very
"badly shaken. Bazot of tre Police was &t the Quay vwhen Reid's wife &

Family laft on B b e F o o T Ty e
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B

411 Ksnt Strest,
Sydney.l5%k April, 1543,

The Jrown igewts For ths Solenies, .
1LEDOH. d4p

sir,

I have ths nopour 50 inguire if you czn give me a
lnformeztlon regarding my wile smd five childrer, who sziled
Trop Singapore on tha 13th February, 1942,

From informstlion which I recelved in Terth, I undersiand
bk they vere abeard the 5.5.Tyner Erooke, which waz smnk
by enemy bombers near Banka Straits, on February, 14th,

. et 05 e YEEE
i Zy wife was Duieh oo her wsiden name Tobaug. R I ¢
£ . A3 2307 !\Lb..)
¢ Uy children wero nawmed as follows:w .
i
Hriea Hary Hemilteon 13% yasws 86/4/'28,
Jeme #inifred Ioung 1z R a/6/ 2o,
Jamsa Filliem John g = zz/ic/130,
Dirk dexh Gersrd 8 5/ 3ji3g,
Roy Alerander Hamilbom 4 = 1/1e/
abeard tender which wook my wife and faudly out to She

.32 Vomer O
DLENES BTE A4S

wars thrse (£¥icera from Jghore apnd their
oRIE I

Ir. Robert Zwes Hechanienl Bngimser, fcohore.
}{ 7 Arooke Begtobrar o Vechicles,
i Fohors.
Hre & Hez.Pairxlle Head CfPice Englnear, 1.7,
' Johore.

I slao shisk sk b ro. fazwell, wits of She Shief Rleotibesl

Engineer, Tohorse, was vwhoenrd,

From laformatlon rrzoeived from the Caph, of the Fabtem Dok,
which Sock cul tho paswengers to the shin lying ounbtsife the
hartour, I uns ig~ormed fhat B men —ere %akenm to the 9.9,
Gian Jee, uné the usmen and ckildron to ihe el Vymur Brocke.
If a2y of $i- people I have mentionsd heve arriwsd in Togland
I rould Be Tery grateful, 1f gyou eonld zeh in Scuch with them
ant inguire about my wilfe and family.

I hayz heen workings with the Smdlic Torks Bepartment =ince
1927 ané on insiruesicns of the Yan Zowex Burean, I 1zt Siagapere
as an omineer, in the 1.V.Wembeng, about § D.n. on Tebruary 18th,
This ve=zel was melenscd by 4he Tishorisg Department 4o transporh
officers of "Dalforce”, w0 hat been relaoased ex~ialage by 3rig.
Henbigg

z Ty
Tor Den

what I ozh

applied %o the TLoeal Hmlagan Rweorde O0Sfics, Humber Streed, <
szlen, zither to work as a marine Titter, or adrice on ‘
Patn Ao oantii they gei ingbractions  frem youn.

1

Hoging that you =an gef o¢ gzomz inferna-icn regrrding my wife
204 ehildren.
»

I have 5he nomour 50 be N
2ir '

ol
Tour obedient zervant/

H

e a2
,
!
:
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CONFIDENTIAL. e

L
WALAYAN RESEARCH BUREAL. 3 7§

BEPORT To, A4

Sydney, ¥.5. ¥, 1943
NGIE; J. A. REID (Additiomel), e )

________ ‘e ﬁ/""”—_:;‘-.t’,', M\jo/%/ 5 ,

The motor vessel "KEMBONG! (Fisheries Dept.) laft Singépcre
at £.30 p.m. on the 15th February, 1942, ©n board were »

Dr. Wedd (attached RiA.4.F.).

S. Brydon (Engineer),

Wallace (Mining Engineer) :
Céptain Whittaker {(from the Naval Base) .

Sgt, Macdonald, R.A.F. (with = badly wounded arm).
3 P. McKerron.

They reached Sumatra via Bergkalis Isiand and proceedad up~stream
to Pekan Baru. Frox_n the}:'a to Fort de Kocl, and so to Padang.

Reld says that the water boat which lIeft. on the afternoon of the
12th, %aking his family away Irom the quay, hadon board : -

BR. Eves (Mechanical Engineer) (from Johere) .
Brooks {(Reglstrar of Vehicles, Jchore).

| ¥r.'& Mrs. Fairlie, (B.W.D., JSohorze).

4 Wrs. Turrel (wife of an Brgineer).

The following were seen leaving Tjilatjap on the 8.8, "Wu Chang®
on the 27tk February, 1942, (She proceeded fto Colembe and arrived
thers safely), iw o . . . '

W. 4. Eirk (P.W.D.).-
P. lcNee (P.W.D.).

The following Dalforce officers. :

Jock Hunter, ’ ’ - s
S Ian HeRenzié {Sednek Hohors) .v/"¢ e (AL

Wyatt Smith, - o . ) B et

Macdonald (Pontian, Johore).

G. Marshall (of the Forestsg).

Jock Forwyyth (Flanter).

Fitzgerald (Forests). ’ "

Hobby Clark (well kpown Rughy Player.).

-

Corbin (Forests).

o -

I

k4

3 Colonel Walden.
Harrison.

g Hageler.

g Paddy Laing.

§ Whits. '

§ ¥McLeod of Guthries,

{ Major Young (Ghurka) -

3 Duncan (Singapore Municipal Engineer.).

WALAYAN RESEARCH BUREALL

-
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(Report No. t1).

) ‘ ONFIDENTIAL. ,
*'J,A.E. REID'S REPORL. e/_C_'_?Em DENTIAL !
> k 168-173 Gastle;:aéh 3trest,’
. o Sydney 4th July, 1922.
L " -—\ 4
¥slayan Aecords: 0ffie ~ . \bg ?@
81 Hunter Street. - b o

SIDOEY. -

Sizr,
T kave the heomdur %o inform voi of my arrival here in Sydney from
elbourne from SingaBors, aleo stafement of oy official lLeaving ste.
0n or about the 274k Huary, I whg informed by the Senior Txecutive
Engineex, Mr. Horgany that T either could go into Singapore or stay
in Jahore, and he gave me the salary asg aiready stated in ny pravious
letter. Hext day I went inio Singapore and reported +to the Mirn Power
Bureaw and thsy sent me to the Land Transport Office where I was
appointed Lssistant Mec. Emgineer in charge of repairing lorries
and some cars Tor the Hilitary an ir Porce. I stayed there until
the 14%th February and hed to coms to Zingapore town owing to the
closemess of the enemy, (T %@s at McEerzie Road next te tramwzy
orffices). * -

I was stayirs a Paysr Iober Cres. DeXt te an smmuniticn dump and
on several occasions may family had to olser ouk owing to the dump
expscted to e Dblowm up by the Royal Baginsers. On the 12th Feb.,
the officer in charge said that he was walting instructions to blow
ap ths dump and therefore I would have o move. We decided to move .
into Singzvore towrn and when we g0t there I '5aw g notice saying there !
was room for some women snd children sailing ocut of Singapors that
uight., I went to Mr. Birse who was still i=n the Bank, and got & chit
to say thet the Johore Govermment would pay for the passages of my
wife andt family. Tith $this chit I went to the Supreme Court and
ot permission for my wife and Tamily $o leavrs. DPrior to 4his I had
been trying to get them away but owing to lack of mozney it was hopeless,
fate in the aftzrmoon of the 12% Feb., I saw my I2mily a2board the
water boat which was acting as a tender for Pasgsengers goling out to :
the ships out in the roads. Aboard this water boat were three !
Johore oificers, ¥r. R.Eves, Iec. Engineer, Mr. Erooks, Registrar i
of Vechircles ané Mr, and ¥rs. Fairlie of the P.¥.D. Johore. I thimk
that Mrs, Turrel wife of the Zleotrical Ingineer was aboard ihis
tender. I tried from Mr, Bazot and & few othevs the name of the
ship which my family was travelling on, bui could not £=% any informa-
tion, % was not until I arrived in Perth that T met Mr, Turvig
9f The water boat that I was informed thnas the men wsre taken tg the
S.3. Glang Bee and the women amd ehildren to the 5.8. Tyuer Brooke.
The Tyner Brooke was sunk off Banka Straits on the 1l4th Feb.

Cn the 13%h and 14th I tried to get in touch with the Tani Transnors
fice but was anable o get in touch with anyone zg all appeared to

ve zone. On the affsrncon of the 15th Feb., as I was up at the

y

e
™

Hgn Power Bureau, Mr. HcRerron informed me that I was fo bake.ouid zeme
0fZicers of The Dalforce and a few civilisns, This was sanctioned
by whe Goverrment apd Military. About 8/00 PM we left Singapore
ay

.
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Giin ey

- B sat souls not wet oo lorrr, ug foy
; e ore & Sovommment had beon talkins 211 1 Tor
! Gaer worlia Forsunabely for me, I gob o lorey from 3is Tant Trane
rort O0Tice whore I wag starting work. In ihke crvemings, =y funily
wnd mysel

= - = " . = . -

rot staried Gigeing thw hole for She gheltew, Sometimes
ring the moorlight nizhis ansil pidnishd. Duping she dar
artel work at 5/00 s.m. ané worked awntid #e1l afber 5/50 p.m.

e bolng constantly emuloyed I sowld nod geb oy newe of how

% Zhitng Tag. A48T u fow dsys figging, I dectied to get the
netorinl and getbing = iorry I Tilled 1% mrsels with ail e patoerial
¥ nesfed. Coolies wanbed E3-00 per dar.

On o shoud the 9th PebrunTy the Mook Ingineer in chavge told me Bhat
k¢ was beuding 1% ond that I cexld 4o ms I liked, T ansizted him ip
goetbine his lugoage dowm to tie pier whers he gob o sampan %o teke him
ok o o ship Iying ocutaide. Lfber he hud sone I carried oo at
Lolenzie Road umbil the 1fih,

ween Teh ané 124k February we hed besn warne@ st ounr house in Foyer
that ar ammumition Aumy wiloh wee about a, hwdre yards swaey wag
; S0 e Blown up by dke loyel Arineers, on pany osocasions. Toch
time o hud been werked we wenmt imic 3inmapore fown, but modhinmg hap-
puned we ocams bygek, Tell om bhe 1#th we were agein informed nbouk %he
Qaup was to be bYlowa ap, and gotbing o Yew things vogeithor we 167t For
L imbending %o zet n house or Sat ' < I 1ePh bhe familiy
s % s oeark e U3ifford Fier, snd whem I Dasged the F.a& 0. 05Tice,
I g g notics Sayimy that there was still reom Tor women anfl chiilfran
1
-,

2aVidg »1Ngehorsa “revious o thiig when I had tried i Fah my

“amlly awn s, I waw unsble bo do =0 owis g So the Isck of memey. Then
gaw thisg notiee T went and gsw Hee Birse, who, after a Lot of Palking,

ve n2 g ohid $o the efTect Bhut the Johore Fovermment would pary far

sashges of my wife gnd chiléren, and thad afteregris if there was

ing vo pay 1% would be deduotsd from oy snlory., Lrmed width this

< saw the Juustlee inm the fapreme Jourt Builiing sna zot parvmission

f fanily to Lleave. I pot the Tamily ahoard the wanber Drpt whigh

Eing them out o some zhin Iyirg outside the harbours That wan

L oanw 22 hesrd of them unbil I resched Farilia Afber seeing

attay 4% Telok Ayer “asin, I woni to the Hingavpors Oricke:s Siud

n L oayvived dhere, I Foumd that 14 hal been comverted inmbe a

1 Tor the Ferces. Laskily for me ome of ths Sergesnts was o
Comy brolhereinelew, who was a-sbell serze In the D.tWli.Ge.. ané

salled me In owbil 10/0C Tum. 4% Sem I kad to meve, so I wemb out

L slepd in the car ocubuide., Turding dhe nisid and morming I wa

o
I

wnksned on several sceasinns by the barating of ombs ane ahells. I wmas
ge migereble that I 414 zob care and wont 4o lear aguin. Rext memmimg,

aboil =30 a.me I wenmt 4o the Singeore Gold Storege and kad s doss ef
@il and g hul? louf oF Lread. Lgier on I Qecides to go oul to my
hpnse ub Fayer Isber, uué sse if it wes 85111 sbending or note On ave
FLVIng vhere the house was s1ill there ond alsg whe anmunition Tump, I
tecited o mve usome coffes. Ir28 mo sooner Ymi the ooffee made when
I heard the sound of msehime gar five, and on soing out to mew ohab
uzxg8, [ was Ixformed $hat it wos & band of Taps and et they wére £

1y
fate)

24

5
iring
Lorelse which weTe -removing the smmoribiop. The officer in
ge vOlf we So come inbec hie samy syd I ruched back for my rifle, and
nowent indtc the coime #e wevs there nbout Inlif an hear, when Lhe -

“leer Geoided te klow un the emmunition, and he t0ld me to coame with

e 8 MY eaT wag all raady, I went beck and went awsy in it I Led
0 ftake the road btounrds It g end oo aleng Morherson Hosd umtil I
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