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Cloekiime cesped vhile ve awaited our fote. 4% last come
permipeion for us %o i{ske io the lifeboata. After thirty-six
hoursg &% gee, we were mewooned fer seven deys on the coest of
fumetra. Then came ivo weeks journed duy 2nd night down the

const in & iilebopat., We were a compeny of seventesh men - mostl
J

smrvivers form the Prince of ¥ales and the Repulse - and two

women, Eileen Higgs, an‘ivstvelian mnd I, & Hew 2
ghert raticns, tropical stoms; hours becalmed in the
broiling am, were our lot unidl; after & stormy snd Lereilving
srggeing of the Sunde Fraits, we lended on the cosst of fava.
flere we hoped to reach safety, but instesd witkin a few hours
were Guken prisonsrs hy the Japunese. 4 sterk experience of

Maprizcnment in & native prison in Serang, Vet Jovn, wmider
inersdibly primitive conditions wus followed by less rigzvrous
Intermment with Jordy Buich women mc childven in & house nesrby.
Doring this fdme, when ths gusrd on pur bouse had heen
sunewhat ralessed, we reosived word from an Indian neighbour
asking: us to egme to iz houes that afterncon o meet & women
Trom Bingepore who meeded help. Heve we mel Hrs, St "ﬁi’f;en; &
siight darik haived &,ss.iéee wopan and her smail boy Peber,
Lile ourselves she had come down the Sumsiran coust in o
1ifebont wizh bev children, Jomn and Peter. They had landed
at Anga Lory Juva, and fov some woeks hed lived in s native

villeze wnder the proteciion of the " Wedans® {ihe hesd of ‘he

villags).
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How ¥rs. Stanton had come to Sersng, & twelvs mile journey,
hoping te find some wey of arrznging %o get to Batavia (now
Jekarta).

¥e gave her the sddress of the Y.¥.0.A. where she could
ge for advice in the event of her reaching the city, though
this seemed & ramobe possibility at ihe itime.

During our convergation Peter, a fair hsired boy of seven,
with grest brown eyes, sut cheerfully munching pesnuts and

guelly chesrfully throwing the husks sbout the limsculate
room, guite heedless af request to desist. ™He's such a
naughty boy" suid Mrs, Stenton casting a fond and admiring
gase upon him,

#rs. S8tanton and Peler refurned te the village snd we
heard nothing more of them for some time,

It was & red letter day vhen, & litile later, Fileen and
I were relessed from interment and set ocut in & Japsnese army
truck for Batavis, some sixty miles distent,

Here, complstely destitute, we vere received vwith in-
eredible Eqspiﬁality inte the home of Edithe de Niet, the
president of the Y. .W.C.A ¢f Java.

Before long Mrs, Stanion snd t’?’ children alse vrezched
Ratavis and going to ithe Y,7.6.4. were given accomation there
until some more permsnent plan could be made. Some weeks later
¥rs. Stsnton agreed to have the children placed in a Church
howe, directed by some Dubch Sisvers.

The day before they went Mrs, Stenton vas evidently 411
at ease., Finzlly someone ssid "shat is troubding you Ers.
Stanton, you ave not bappy®. Then we learnec thsl Joen und

Poter ware not her childreny, but thai she and some Australien
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soldiers had rescued them from the sea, hauling them om o
their lifeboat, When they resched Java, to protec them Ifrom
the naﬁiv&s ¥ho had proved Lrescherous where Eurgpeans wers
concerned, she had said they wsre her children and Joan and
Peter, warned by ber never %o bstray the irue state of affairs,
called her "Summie®. _Eespite the problems vaised by this
situation it was finelly decided to gend the chilidren teo the
hone, where we were assured, they would receive the best of
CETC.

Rot long after this two large intemmenti camps wsre
opened in Batevia and all Dutch women snd children, whe until
then had bsen free Jihough the men hkad been "picked up" menths
eazrlier) were instrueted to proceed to these Fprotected arsssh
&g the Japanese called then.

Here Edithe, Eileen and I were assigned 2 small cotisge
and ve had barely settled in when news come of the internment
of ithe Sisters who had been in charge of the Childrents home,
Becoming anxiocus for the sefety of Joan sad Peler we delernined
to try to bring them to our camp where we could care for them.

Mrg. Stznton, free in the eity, agresd to gel the children,
but upon their return she refused to let them come to us, She
had been & taxi-dancer in en amusement park in éiﬁgapars and’
despite her fondness for ithe children; had proved her inability
to giverthem adecuate ¢are., We were greatly concerned,

Other attempts huving falled, it was decided that I shouldq®
to to see Mrs. Stanton. At this fime the comp weg open for

zertain hours daily and interneces were free %o go and come.



Early one morning I set out in & *bedjs® (&= awall thres wheeled
cenveyance propelled by & native boy). In & tiny coitage on mn
obscure atreet I found the place. Only Joan was at home but
after s walt of about two hours the others veturned and what s
dimcugsion followed. A1l my arguments peemed futile, At last
¥rs. Stanton said *I¥1l bring the children to the camp tomorvow,
their slothes mre in the tub aud today is too inconvenient®,
Bistrusting "tomorrow® I urged that they come right away, suggest-
ing that she come too and see where they would bep later she
sould visit them snd o¢e§sionally take them out. Finally she
yieléeé; Fe set out in two *bedjas®; each of us having & child
gitling begide her and bundles of wet clothing at cur feet.

The children told us that with their Yother and s younger
gisber they had fled from Singapore, their Father, a British
official, resmaining behind. When their ship was badly dameged
by & Japanese alr attack, the passengers had te jump inbo the
sea. Their ¥other had helc the youngest child azs she lsapt,
but the other twe had to fend for themselvsa. It was something
of a miracle thst they haed been vescued togsther; but until ihe
end of the war nelithor they nor thelr Mother knew of each othera!
fate. To Peior the situation seemed unregl; to Joan its
possivilities were all top vivid, I shall never forgeh the time
she came to me, her litile Ince pirained with emotion, saying
¥sometimes, Auntie, I think I shell never see my Bumuie sgain®,

During the first davs vhen we walked about ithe camp, Joan
never spoke above & whilsper. One reslised the fesr which hed
haunted her in the native village. "It is so nice to ses shite

frces® ghe whispered one day.



How completely Life changed for the three self constituted
“Aunta¥l Eiﬁtl& jobs ahout the house were found for Joan to
help her feel at home and her birthday aamiﬁg goon after her
arrival,'a gimple garty with young guests was & great thrill.

Peter mystifieé us 5y gpending much of the first three
days up & tree overlooking the sireet upon which other children
played. Ho comment wus made, but on the fourth dsy our young
men s2llied forth end in a8 shori time had found his place among
them. He had waiched for three days {(and his vowers of obser-
vation we were to discover were unusually keen) and now he wvag
ready to join them.

" But he had muéh to learn of the glve andé take of secisl
life and not without dust snd heat was this sccomplished. One
of hie first days he built a wonderful barrage of emply coke
baskets right acécss the sivest. Such a satisfying achievement!
fnd how was it possible for him te bresk it to allow & big
girl, wheeling her baby Lrother, to pass? Completely uarssson-
able of her to expect it and what a battle ensued znd what s
furious smsll boy to cope with after.

8oon school became the order of the dsv. Voicss from ihe
littie buck room kept Edithe and me aware of the drama taking
placs there, Eileen, s good feacher, proceesded with thelr
ingtruction but the chiliren found it impossible te¢ settle down
after their sirange ex?erienees.

After some weeks, the aunts agreed thal the struggle was
too great, helpful neither to the children nor their teacher sngd

we decided o send them o the Dutch school in the camp., HBere



they bad the company of other children and school discipline wss
easier To acsept. The children were delighted and what a pesce
descended upon our merningl Alss, this excellent arrangement
soon cessed, the school building being rejuired for & hospital.

any strands were woven into the fabric of ocur life to-
géther., Whatever the ;zps and downs of the day, bedtime came with
prayera and talk sboul the day's doings. ‘*Goodnights® were
im_po*;'tant and not to be hurried. Poter, self-sufficient undemon-
strative younster of the daytime hours, became the warm-hearied
little Doy demanding bis full measure of affection.

It wus on one such cccasion that he gaid "Auntie, do you
think you!ll be alive when I'm twenty-One?® "I dontti know,
i suppose I could be®. ®Rell, if you are, would you like to
marry me?® ®0nl thetts sn idesl But perhaps you wouldn't went
to marry me. How aboubt waiting wnitil you are twentyfone snd
then waetll see®. Milright then®"., Auntie, needless to sey, was
shavmed by the complimenti

One evening, when food was scarce and we were zlways more
or less buagyy, the suesiion came Tiuntie do you koow wh;;-. I'm
going So give my children to eat each day? Two eggs, & pound
of meat; & pint of milk ~—-=.* Plucky compensetion for present
deprivationd

Luring the same pungry period I had & pact with them.
They had asked if they vmigi:xt iick their plutes after & weal &s
others did. HNow, worale was important and there were only simple
ways Yo preserve ii. 8o on this we compromised; we agresed that
when we were slone plates might be licked; but if we ate where

others were, it would not be done, an agreenent lovally keptl



&t last the sng of the war cume ang suddenly for me tht
opporiuuity to be flown buck to New Zesland. Eiithe hag
&greed Yo care for ihe children in such sn eventuslity, we
thought they shouls hot be taken se far from the ares where
they were most iikely to hear of their parents, af: ter gad
Lareveils to the mbe“z of our little camp fanily, I wag fiown
across to Singepom, the !‘irst stage of the homeward Journey,

Imagine my jer when within a few hours of arvivel, I
ieammed from fellow patients in a1 Australian hospiial where
I wag billeted, that the children's ¥other eng little sister,
having been internec in Sumatre, were szlely back in anether
hospital in Singapors., Their Father alss was Cree sgain and
staying at Raffles Hotel, the @ilTicial centre whers Britigh
PO0.F. %8 from ail the zdjoining countries were gathered and go
marveldously cared for by the Y.¥.C.4. War Service women, under

stalwart Jeap Begg of New Zesiend, She 1t was whe foung me in
“ie hospitsl and #n her inimitable way, cut ail the red taps of
hespital routine and took me to Raffles,

L had been there iees than sn houp when I founs t;hc
childrents Fatner ans had the wenderful news for him that they
wers alive and well, Clutching wdpened my first letier from
bome for aver three years;, I told hin everyihing I could to £111
in the gap of the years of separation,

Of course the immediate concern wug % “o get the children gver
from Java, Oniy ailitary personnel ¥ere going wmeress and despits
varicous slforts, for several days nothing happened,

&t this time Eady Louis iﬁcnntbataen, in Singapere with her



bughand, visited me snd was interested to hear of ocur internment
experiences and espscially the story of Joan and Peter.

Two days later & great Thanzagiving sevrvice vas held in
#t. Andrew's Cathadral, 4is we gst in the packed csthodral
waiting for bthat unforgeitable service te begism, Lady Louls
#alied up the sisle %ﬁ take her place in the front pew. Suddenly
Jean Begg sald to me "Lady Louis is flying %o Javae tomerrow on
Red Crogs business. I'1l ask her to bring the children®, 4
brief note hastily seribbled on & sersp of paper was handed teo
her chauffeur after {;hé service. We heard nothing further uniil
the follouwing Tuesdsy when guile unannouncsd Peter end Jean
arvived wiith Lady Louls.

now lovely to see them sgain mnd so goonl Their PFather
uad gone te pay his morning visit $o their mother so I took them
e have moining tes. We sat at & table on the far side of the
big hotel bailroom, My <yes sever long sway f'rom the entrance,
sucdeniy the lather wap therel Almost too stirred fo spesk, I
managed to say "Joan, Lookl® Following my gase she saw him. In
& moment shie sprang scress the room, Peler following éfter. ghe
leapt wpon her father, arms around his neck, lega clutching his
body. £ Little later they csme tc me, The father, hardly
congoious oi his action bent his face and I Eéssed his cheek.

4s poon a8 Yransport was svailable we were off t5 th
hospital to the children's mother snd there agsin, was the in-
degeribable joy of reunion.

How wonderful, this mirscle of n whole femily re-united; snd
whst o deep satisfection te know thut Joen and Peter for long such

&n important part of our life during the yeurs of intermument, were
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safely becic in thel» hesrte' lLicae,
Stending aside T watched them for a minute and thea elipped

WAy«



