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FOREWORD

This monograph was 'comp:u.ed by Lt. Col. Minoru Miyako,
. staff officer of the 3d Air _Group, Colonel Ioah.;.m:l.tsu Ake, Chief
of étaff of the 38th Division, and Colonel Se:lichi Kime, Command-
ing Officer of the lst Parachute Brigade. Due to the lack of
official documents this record is based up;n the memories and/or
personal papers of the above-named individuals,

Additional monographs coveriné the operations of Japanese
forces in Sumatra are as follows: _

e
Mono No, 101 = Netherlands East Indies Naval Invasion
Operations, Jan lj2 - Mar )2,

Mono No. 185 - Sumatra Operations Record, 25th Army.

28 April 1953

2
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Through Instructions No. 126 to the Japanese Government,
12 October 1945, subject: ‘Institution for War Records Investi-
gation, steps were initiated to exploit military historical
records and official reports of the Japanese War Ministry and
Japanese General Staff, Upon dissolution of the War :
and the Japanese General Staff, and the transfer of their former
functions to the Demobilization Bureau, research and compilation
continued and developed into a seriés of historical monographs.

The paucity of ariginal orders, plans and wnit journals,
which are normally essential in the preparation of this type of
record, most of which were lost or destroyed during field operatioms
or bombing raids, rendered the task of compilation most difficult;
particularly-distressing has been the complete lack of official
strength reports, normal in AG or G3 records. However, while many
of the important orders, plans and estimates have been recon-
structed from memory and, therefore, are not textually identical
with the originals, they are believed to be generally accurate
and reliable,

e 4 i

~  Under the supervision of the Demobilization Bureau, the
basic material contained in this graph was compiled and
written in Japanese by former of rs, on duty in command and
staff units within major units during the period of operations,
Translation was effected through the facilities of Military Intel-
ligence Service Group, G2, Headquarters, Far East Command.

Preface

This Japanese Operational Monograph was rewritten in English
by the Japanese Research Division, Military History Section, Head-

quarters, Army Forces Far East and is based on the translation :
the Japanese original, e

//

Scanned by MilSpecManuals v



e

[ ]
o\

TABIE OF CONTENTS -

Page

Planned Employment of 38th Division 1
Progress of Operation S
mmdtmrustpmcmunrig@/ 8
Operation | 9
Conclusicon 3 15

y e .
Chart 1 Airfield Attacks, Sumatra, Dec Ll - Jan L2,

By Elements of the 3d Air Group h

Chart 2 Airfield Attacks, Sumatra, Feb 42, | -
By Elements of the 3d Air CGroup 5

Chart 3 Organization of the 1lst Parachute Brigade 10

( MAPS

Map 1 Malay, Sumatra, and Bengka Island | facing page 1
Map 2 Movements of Advance Force 3
__Map 3 Hom;antuof&dmoe Force to Palembang 7
Map i Palembang Assault by the lst Parachute Brigade 12
Map 5 Airborne and Ground Assaults on Palembang 13

Scanned by MilSpecManuals



MAP . |

b

ALORSTAR\O

SUMATRA

5 Scal

MALAY, SUMATRA , AND

BANGKA ISLAND
SCALE |1 : 6,336,000 7
0 100

ned by MilSpesivicesials

200 |

\BENKOELEN
]

DJAMB
(e

TELANG R.

MOES!| R-

/ oLAHAT

BANGKA

SALEH
o R.

PALEMBANG

OMARTA POERA




Planned Employment of 38th Division

On L January 1942, the 38th Division, ‘commanded by Lt. Gen.
Tadayoshi Sano, and stationed in Hongkeng, was transferred to the
Southern Avay and assigned 6o 16k fenr. ' AlReet imisoiatedy arders
were received by the division to prepare for a landing at Palembang,
Sumatra, with the mission of securing the oil and airfields in that
area. --

Units of the division slated for participat‘ioh in the Palem-

Jf s

Infantry Regiment, one battalion of the 236€h_h1,_fan£}~j Regiment,
five batteries of the 38th Mountain Artiliery Reg:l.mnt, one compaxny
| of the division Engineer Regiment, two companies of the Transport-
ation Regiment, and the division field hospital and other medical
elements, . .

Att#ched units included one Anchorage Headquarters, one
Independent Motor Transportation Battalion, one Shipping Engineer
Regiment, one Sea Tramsportation Unit, one 0il Refiring Unit, one
Railway Platoon, and one Land Duty Company (service company).

The division left Hongkong on 20 January 1942 and advanced to
Camranh Bay, French Indo-China, where it assembled its attached forces.

\\‘q__—

T. AT the outbreak of hostilities the 38th Division was assigned to
the 23d Army in South China, and as a part of that force captured
Hongkong on 25 Dec Ll.

/

2. The 228th Infantry Regiment, as the Eastern Detachment, was pre-
paring for the invasion of Ambon and Timor. Two battalions of the
230th,known as the Shoji Detachment, were placed under direct command
of the 16th Army and began pmparations for the Java invasion.
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The operation plans called for close m-ﬁayy coopera.tion.3
The first step was the neutralization of enemy ai.r power in the areas
of Malay, eastern Sumatra, and anva. Participating units, staging
fields, and targets of pre-invasion raids on Sumatra airfields are
shown on Charts 1 and 2, The invasion itself included the dropping ‘
on X-1 day of the 1lst Parachute Brigade on the Palembang airfield |
and near the oil refinery to secure these st.rate‘gicr points as
rapidly as possible. On X day elements of the 38th were to land
first on Bangka Island then cross the channel 'to Sumatra. :

In detail, E;e plans called for an Advance Force, commanded
by Colonel Tanaka, consisting of seven coﬁpanies of the 22%9th Infantry
Regiment, one mountain artillery battery, one engineer company, as
well as medical elements to precede the main body ‘of the division.
An element of this force made up of two infantry companies and
shipping engineer elements was to force its way mto‘Mmtok anchora.ge_
on Bangka at midnight priof to X day. One platoon was to land in
the vicinity of the pier, with the main body, composed of one company
and two plat.o;ns 4 .la.nding 2,000 meters southeast of Muntok. (See
Map 2) If the landings were successful, no time was to be lost in
occupying the Muntok airfield., After securing‘the airfield and its
wound:mg area, one' company which was to rgmain for occupation
was to capture Pa.néimlpinang. The remaining troops were to rejoin,
as rapidly as possible, the main body of the Advance Force in Sumatra.

3. See Chapter VI, Monograph 101, for Navy participation in the
operation,
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CHART 2

AIRFIELD ATT_A%,_SUHATRA,
FEB 42 BY ELEMENTS OF THE
30 AIR GROUP




The Advance Force after insuring the success of the 1a.nd:l.nga was to
7 divide into three groups, c.rosa the Ba.ngka Straits, and prooeed up
the Moesi, Saleh, and '.l'alang Rivers for a link-up with the airborne
force. The Telang River party was to consist of one infantry k!:oml:mny;
‘ theSéthRiwrmitofmeinfantrycompuwandwo;ﬂatom of the
Engineer Regiment; the Moesi River unit of mountain artillery
and three jnfantry companies. The Advance Force Headquarters was
tomovewithtlwla‘ﬁt.ter wmnit, TheSaJ.thnit, after the fall of
Palembang was to advance immediately to Martapoera to intercept any
enemy retreat in that direction and to be prepared for a subsequent
drive to the southern .tip of Sumatra, as well as to secure the oil
Felds dens Tamt. ~(Ges Map 3) :
. Twenty-eight transport-.a carrying the main force of the 38th
Division were t.o reach the mouth of the Moesi River on X £ 2 day
and move up to Pa:l.embang at high tide, After landing, the division
was to assist, if necessary, in the capture of Tandjoengkaring,
the airfields near Palembang and Martapoera, secure the oil
fields near Lahat, occupy Benkoelen, and prepare for a d::ive to
é‘fegwé the oil fields of Djambi.

e
S P Progress of gperation‘
The Bangka invasion unit left Camranh Bay on the 12th and -

arrived at Muntok anchorage at 0100, 15'F_ebrﬁary. Resistance was
slight and all planned objectives wei'e secured without dirficulti.

L1

)

e
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As planned, one company remained to occupy the island while the
other, on 17 February; began movement to the Palembang area.
Hoamhile the Gla bt B L nes Foie, afher onbirving
the success of the landing at Muntok began his movement to the mouth
of the Moesi River, arriving there at 061._5; 15 February. Despite
three enemy air attacks dln'in;g its movement up the river to
Palembang the main force on the Mgsi River successfully estab-
lished contact at about 0100 on the 16th with the airbornme force

which had secured the refinery and adjacent area. The Telang River s
.__-” ‘!

PPN o,
ik BT

Unit advanced without incident and joined the paratroopers amd ™ v
Noiel Biver Force at Filewbans. The Salsh River Unit by-passed
5 Palembang and proceeded directly to Martapoera. l e
The main force of the division departed Camranh Bay, 11 Feb-

T

ruary, and arrived at the mouth of the Moesi on the evening of the
16th. Ea:rly‘the 17th, the convoy began its movement up the river,
Approximately ten miles down stream from Palgrgbmg the convoy was
halted by a mine barrier. The troops debarloedmved overland
to Palembang.

Subsequent operations were carried out as planned and all of

South Sumatra was brought under control without a nﬁjor engagement .
- “_‘"\ 2

e = Plan of the First Para.chuti’{rigade

The participating ai&ome unit, the 1st Parachute Brigade,

was organized at Nittabaru Airfield, Kyushu, Japan,on 1 December 194l.
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Tt came under Southirg_ Army control on 8 January 1942 u:l.th its transfer
to Phnompeﬁh, ;mnch Indo-China. Later, on 31 Janué.ry it was placed A
under command of the 3d Air Group, and transferred to Sungei Patani,
Malay on 9 February. Organization of the brigade is shown on Chart 3.
Por its.airbore-gseault jon e Ealethale te e b s o be :
divided into three p;a.chu'be echelons. Dhel b ienl aone) cosidth the
mission of occupying and securing the Palembang airfield was to
contain the headquarters, 2d Parachute Regiment, 2d Parachute Company,
one-half of the regimental machine-gun company, the brigade engineer
company less one platoon, and the brigade signal unit. The second
echelon assigned the task of securing the Palembang oil refinery
was to consist of the lst Parachute Company, and the remaining half
of the machine-gun company. The third echelén was to form a reserve
for the first echelon and was to be formed from the 3d Parachute
Company and one platoon of the engineer company,

" Support air units were to be the 98th Air Regiment (heavy bomber)
which was to transport and drop heavy guipmnt, and the 59th, 6lth,
and 90th Air Regiments which were to fly protective cover for the
transports as well as bombing and stfai‘ing enemy installations in

the Palenmbang area,
i Operation
The day of the airborne assault, 1l February, smoke rising
from oil tanks in Singapore spread south and formed smoke screens
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Organisation of the 1st Parachute Brigade

Signal Unit

1st Parachute Brigade
Col Seiichi Kume ‘
/!
Engineer Unit Troop Carrier 2d Parachute
_ Air Regiment Reigment
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over Sumatra haldng it difftéult for the crews of the troop-carrying
transports to bserve the ground. Just price ta semching bhe Moest
River area dense fog and clouds were encountered mald.ng it necessary
to descend to locate the mouth of the river. Having located this
check point they continued ‘their course up the river. Visibility
over the target areas was good. Prior to reaching Palembang, the
unit divided - the first echelon for the airfield - the second for
the refinery. Staging fields in Malay and times of departure of
all echelons are shown on Mﬁ.p Lo

At approximately 1130 hours each echelon jumped. Furious but
inaccurate anti-aircraft fire came from Botll te alefisid aid refinery
areas .h Anti-aircraft fire shot down one plane carrying equipment -
: for the unit attacking the refinery and forced another carrying
troops' to land.

The first echelon, as planned, dropped troops on both sides
of the a:lrfiéld. (See Map 5) Following redrganization they engaged
the enemy in numerous small skirmishes. The enemy had been taken
by surprise and his resistance was maiked by confusion. Shortly
after landing, the element which had &opwd southwest of the airfield

P

- . 3 \
L. After astion reports show that the airfield defenders numbering
a tely 530 consisted of Dutch, British, and Australian troops
under the command of a Dutch colonel. For defense against air attack
this force had thirteen anti-aircraft guns and five anti-aircraft
machine-guns. The refinery defense unit numbered about 550 and had
available ten anti<aircraft guns and five anti-aircraft machine-guns.

i
‘ 1
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attacked e—mang/fg:!.n.forcemnta moving along the highway from Palem=
bang. The automobile in this convoy was overturned and the
enemy troops retreated toward the city.

The Terrain surrounding the airfield was covered with dense
jungle except for open spaces along the roida. Both sides encounter-
ed great dirﬁ.‘culty in employing t/r%ps in mass. under auanconditims;
and, as a result, hand-to-hand combat was the rule throughout the
operaf.-ion. - _

At about 2100 complete control of the airfield region was
gained with the link-up of the two elements which had landed on
opposite sides of the field, '

In the meantime, the second echelon which also was divided
into two elements-dropped :l.n the vicinity of the refinery. (See Map §)

. The elements which dropped west of the tributary of the Moesi had
the felafortune 15 1and in the skl arss south of the Pefinery.,
They aiercm§ this initial handicap and succeeded in-infiltrating
the refinery, but only after _st:l.‘tf resistance by the enemy. It was
not wntil the following day that the enemy withdrew and the entire
refinery occupied. The destruction of machinery was slight, per-
mitting immediate utilization of the refinery,

platoon which dropped east of the tributary was partially

« frustrated in its attempt to captire intact refinery installations

as enemy incendiaries fired from the north bank of the Moesi set

: £
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the installations afire., Later investigation proved the damage
only uuperricia.l' and the main equipment repairable.
At 1340 on the afternoon of the 15th the third echelon dropped

‘at the airfield. After leaving an element to guard the field the

first and third echelons advanced along the highway to Palembang.

Its vanguard, rushing in f.nien captured from the enemy, caught up

with enemy troops attempting to cross the river from the city and
da;itthemaséwreblw. Iatath.a'arhmmottinlm, the main

body of the first and third parachute echelon had succeeded in clean-

ing the. streets of enemy stragglers, and by evening had occupied the

whole cityo ‘

In the early morning hours of the 16th a link-up was effected

between' the paratroopers in Palembang and the elements of the 36th

Division Advance Force under Colonel Tanaka. The Advance Force upon
receiving captured vehicles from the airborne elements left the city

in pursuit of the enemy. withthsmimortmminbowormu

36th in Palembang, late the 17th, General Sano assumed command of |
&1l totts and operetions. The mafntenanss of Fiblis pasee in the m
" Palembang area was carried out by the Parachute Brigade wmtil relief

from those duties by the division on 20 Februsry. ‘ '

iz

. The 1st Parachute Brigade returned to its advance base at
Sungei Patani on the Malay Peninsula around 20 February.

15
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The 38th Division remained on occupation duty,until
September 1912, at which time 1t was transferred to 17th Ay
with station at Rabaul. The x_mrly'-fm"md 15th and 16th Independent °
Guard .Forces repigoed the3m garrison farce for Sostia”

5 : ot

e

5. Strength of Tndependent Uusrd Force approximated an infantry
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